
Ruth Bader Ginsburg: 

The Case of R.B.G. 
vs. Inequality 
CONTENT AREA: Social Studies, Language Arts  

Grade Level: 9-12* 

*This lesson can be adapted for middle school.

TEKS: Social Studies and Language Arts TEKS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F5AwdKJ2i7hZe_Mud-IxUmrITGqynFTXfO48w63Uz0g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F5AwdKJ2i7hZe_Mud-IxUmrITGqynFTXfO48w63Uz0g/edit?usp=sharing


OBJECTIVES 
 Objective 1: After synthesizing information from the book and storyteller, students 
will answer reading comprehension questions at a rate of 80% or higher. 

 Objective 2: Students will learn meanings and signs for new words, the spelling of 
those words, and use their newly-acquired vocabulary as appropriate. 

 Objective 3: Students will research and create a report using appropriate editing and 
revising skills. 

 Objective 4: After reading the supplied text, students will identify cause-and-effect 
relationships, draw inferences and conclusions concerning the relationships and work of 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

 Objective 5: After completing all the activities, students will create a timeline with 
supporting facts by applying chronology through sequencing. 

Materials needed: Internet access, worksheets (included), and posters (included). 



CLASSROOM POSTERS 
Anticipatory Posters 

RBG Posters 

Print and hang the anticipatory posters (also 
available in black and white) a few days before 
you plan to begin the lessons on RBG.  
Challenge students to guess who they will be 
studying. Anticipatory posters are 8.5 x 11”.   

Posters featuring RBG are 11 x 17 but can be 
reduced to 8.5 x 11 by using the “print to fit” 
feature.  Hang these posters once you begin 
the lessons. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1l-QKgW8wulk44hTdYk2TQAA8TqbkU-MF?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1l-QKgW8wulk44hTdYk2TQAA8TqbkU-MF?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kyHU-e36g6LNwI6Mp-8aX00BL0xb5-vI?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SZfglwVMFdPKCiC8NjGfaROv31TIPSwU?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kyHU-e36g6LNwI6Mp-8aX00BL0xb5-vI?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SZfglwVMFdPKCiC8NjGfaROv31TIPSwU?usp=sharing


BACKGROUND ACTIVITIES 
Activity 1: Supreme Court Book Review 

Students read and review the short book Our Government: The Supreme Court (free on 
Epic Books).  Before presenting the book, hand out the book review form. Go over the 
questions on the form with the students and then present or assign the book to read. 

http://getepic.com
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1md5novFMQrjuNaYYGcbM-UEYKovhATtm&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs


Activity 2: Who was Ruth Bader Ginsburg? 

Present the image above to students.  Ask students what they know about this person. 
Display the list to refer to while watching the ASL video and/or reading the book.

Possible questions:

• Do you know who this person is?

• Do you know what job she had?

• Can you look at her clothes and guess what job she had?

• Have you ever heard of Ruth Bader Ginsburg?

• Have you ever heard of Notorious RBG? 



ASL INTRODUCTION 

Who is Ruth Bader Ginsburg 



VOCABULARY 
Vocabulary Activity 1:  Vocabulary Videos

Students watch the videos (coming soon) and make a list of signs they didn't know before 
watching.  

Using Flipgrid, students create a video to teach other students at least three of the 
vocabulary words they learned. (The teacher may want to assign the words, so there is no 
repetition.) 

Vocabulary Activity 2: Quizlet 

Students go to quizlet.com to practice vocabulary words from the videos. Teachers who 
have an account can copy the quiz to their classroom set. To sign up for a free account, visit 
the Quizlet website. 

Vocabulary Activity 3: Bingo 

1. Print Bingo cards, printing at full size for ease of reading.

2. Print “Vocabulary for Bingo” and cut along lines into strips.

3. Fold the strips and place them in a hat or box.

4. To play, draw a strip and call out the definition. Lay the strip
aside.

5. When someone has a “Bingo,” consult the drawn strips to
check card.

Vocabulary Activity 4: Worksheets

Download and distribute worksheets to students: 

Crossword  

Word Search 

http://www.flipgrid.com/
https://quizlet.com/563067775/rbg-flash-cards/?x=1qqt
http://quizlet.com/
http://quizlet.com/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gKbQrCpinvtu27oThjRsUsLg4cSkxUmN&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gIvO3E7imCV-Y2oDqzLUVySY1Ou10eHL&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14lLL-SUBjGOGBcRtZXvSRhGtZTwaqVsc&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1375EYnQLkAATI45fc0wbvUBUFJfKzNWv&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs


BOOK STUDY 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg:  
The Case of R.B.G. vs. Inequality 
Activity 1: Pre-reading Discussion 

Present the cover of the book to students and discuss the following questions: 

• What do you think this book will be about?  

• What does inequality mean? 

• What would Ruth Bader Ginsburg have to do with inequality?  



Activity 2: ASL Storytelling and Discussion 

During the video, pause at the indicated page to discuss the questions: 

Page 9: Describe Ruth’s family. Where did her parents and grandparents come from? What 
dreams did they have for their children? How were Celia’s dreams for Ruth unique? 

Page 11: What is Ruth looking at? Why does she appear to be sad? 

Page 23: How are the exhibits presented in the book? Why do you think the author 
presented them in this way? 

Page 27: Exhibit F states that the law firms that were open to hiring women would not hire 
her because she was a woman, she was Jewish, and she was a mother.  Why did they 
consider those bad qualities in an employee?  

Page 31: The author says, “A good judge listens closely, chooses words carefully, and 
values fairness above all else. This job suited Ruth perfectly? Why did the job suit Ruth 
perfectly? 

Page 36: Why did Ruth want young women to see a woman on the Supreme Court? 

NOTE: If time allows, have students use Flipgrid to answer the questions.  Sign up for a free account 
here: www.Flipgrid.com 

 S

https://info.flipgrid.com/


Activity 3: Reading the Text 

After viewing the ASL version, students read the book and answer questions to guide them 
through their reading and support their comprehension of the text.  

Questions 

Key  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lFM7QLhLs47ocH42iNqMzMXb3Xc8UA-s&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lHqC1sSvRJlo9gLwKbcfh-ehKlxyIW9-&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs


LESSON ACTIVITIES
Activity 1: Learn to Dissent like RBG

Students learn the meaning of “dissent” and how to create an argument for their own dissent.

The Meaning of Dissent

Graphic Organizer

Graphic Organizer (Fillable PDF) 

Example 1, Example 2

Additional reading:   
How to Dissent Like RBG, 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YOucFmWnVB5EBVXuBlY6GhNNZmE4AmqEMZWTl8ixLrM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lOnKTNoZAosD2uzcoFdq6Pr-OIskFpCb&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mon1iJm5YmDOrjHwvYiixEurxDsc4JKw&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1laZLtPU29l5U4AnQg_4K87FAcAHWwjpT&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lW1PQqckbqSNffVZgP1jQOt42jIaL5GB&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://www.nbcnews.com/better/pop-culture/how-dissent-rbg-ncna881316
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YOucFmWnVB5EBVXuBlY6GhNNZmE4AmqEMZWTl8ixLrM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lOnKTNoZAosD2uzcoFdq6Pr-OIskFpCb&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mon1iJm5YmDOrjHwvYiixEurxDsc4JKw&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1laZLtPU29l5U4AnQg_4K87FAcAHWwjpT&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lW1PQqckbqSNffVZgP1jQOt42jIaL5GB&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://www.nbcnews.com/better/pop-culture/how-dissent-rbg-ncna881316


Activity 2: Edpuzzle Video:  

Top 10 Amazing Facts About Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

Students watch the EdPuzzle video and answer the questions.

Note: The teacher will not be able to record answers unless he/she has a free 
EdPuzzle.com account.

Note for webmaster
<iframe width="470" height="402" src="https://edpuzzle.com/embed/assignments/600873f91a48ce427e0c4be6/watch" 
frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe> 

https://edpuzzle.com/assignments/600873f91a48ce427e0c4be6/watch


Activity 3: Student Presentation 

 

Article:  Eight Ways RBG Made Strides for Women 

Students read a portion of the article, summarize the content, and present to the class. 

• Print the article or give students the link.

• Divide students into groups and assign one to two of the items from the article to
each group.

• Have the group read and make notes on each of their assigned items in order to
present to the class what they have learned.

Presentation Rubric

https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/life/2020/09/24/ruth-bader-ginsburg-8-things-she-did-womens-rights/3502065001/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mXlEu4NEpTucLdIqBVLyXxnRBsRYfKBs&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/life/2020/09/24/ruth-bader-ginsburg-8-things-she-did-womens-rights/3502065001/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mXlEu4NEpTucLdIqBVLyXxnRBsRYfKBs&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs


SEL CONNECTION  
Advice for Living 

Students create a meme depicting advice they would give others. 

Display and analyze quotes and advice from Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

After, discuss the following questions with students:  

• Which of the quotes do you agree with?

• Which do you disagree with?

• Do any of them have special meaning for you?

• People use these quotes as good advice for living, and the quotes will be
remembered for many years. What advice would you like to be remembered for?
What advice for living do you have for others?

Distribute the worksheet to students.  Go over instructions. Next, have students answer the 
questions to help generate advice they would give to others and create a rough design of 
a meme for the quote. 

Using Canva.com, students create their memes online. 

Teachers can publish their memes to a Padlet similar to the page used at the beginning of 
this activity or to another online space used for publishing student work.  

https://padlet.com/lindamiller3/ioopmzhux8yrbhow
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lajPJVFCZZlTo_8LuxlJNfiMHXacuEiI&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
http://padlet.com


CULMINATING ACTIVITY: 
RBG TIMELINE 

Overview of Project 

This project is meant to involve the entire class.  Alternatively, smaller groups could be 
used by allowing students to choose two or more years for the timeline.  The following 
paragraph can be used and/or adapted to introduce the scope of the project. 

Students: 

The local library has asked our class to create an interactive Bulletin Board for the library 
entryway in honor of the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg. The librarians want your team to focus 
on creating a timeline of Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s history and accomplishments. They have 
left it to you to decide the bulletin board's design, but it will need to have a title, be 
informative, and reflect accurate information about Ruth Bader Ginsburg.  

Note: This project can easily be adapted to a digital project by using an online app like 
Adobe Spark or Google Slides.  Both apps feature collaborative possibilities. 

Rubrics:  

Class Project 

Research Report 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mYXgYqyYEkoQCvgfsfKE5Mj2vUn-IJDH&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1maQhRtH7SKk9r33tw8naS2vdoSMJl4Fo&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs


PROJECT ACTIVITIES 
Activity 1: Group Project 

Break students into groups to research an overall timeline of Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s life 
and accomplishments.   

Blank Timeline 

Activity 2: Graphic Organizer 

Students choose a year to research then use the graphic organizer to record facts about 
the event they chose for their report.  This example shows how the organizer is used with 
1933, the year Ruth Bader Ginsburg was born. 

Activity 3: First Draft 

Show this example and compare it to the graphic organizer example in Activity 2. Point out 
the facts in the organizer and the corresponding paragraphs in the report. 

Students write their first draft and edit for mechanics, grammar, and style.   

Writing Strategy: Using Clear Exact Words 

 After students have finished their first draft, have them highlight or underline each action 
verb. (You can also include “to be” verbs if student level allows.) Using a thesaurus, 
students find and list alternate words (example).  Ask them to compare their alternate word 
with their original word.  Which one is more precise? Which is exactly what they want to 
say? 

Activity 4:  Feedback 

In small groups, students exchange reports.  Peers read reports using the graphic 
organizer to help generate responses and feedback. 

Activity 5:  Final Draft and Cover 

If using the supplied lift flap, print out a cover for each student (alternate cover without 
picture).  Students print out their report or transfer their report to the inside of the lift flap 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kowEFfiaG_bH0tJlu3_0iOf5ItXZl9f9&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lobyQzMN6QtTEF8JT946Scre3Z8C3iTQ&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1krwVZ9h5sMXPeghfgGJr5M3jVq8ZdxYn&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1m6CBgM_4FF8q8p-uboy7ssyBakeABdul&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mGECh5v_SydZ8y842nsGK5nMOCmni2hK&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1l08lWf_OlICVKbE0UBb_Mm0QGtKghsCH&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16NL51iRou_kTZ-3ou3cEM8ur-StaVdqX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kSaLOyWXAQzy0A0lj_AcC5g_790MJ8h6&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kSaLOyWXAQzy0A0lj_AcC5g_790MJ8h6&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kLFkY6owyPq9mxubxKtUih4sRdbsvYMT&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs


Students glue or staple the report to the cover and fold so the cover is showing.  See 
example front and example report. 

Activity 6:  Publishing 

Option 1: Print timeline elements. Assemble the timeline pieces to fill available space.  
Students approximate where their year is on the timeline and attach the crown at that point 
with the arrow pointing from the year to the report.   

Example: 

Option 2:  Print the timeline “point” and “end.”  Have students assemble their reports in 
order, then place the point and end on either side.   

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kbr9wkuuRxBj7XBMH1YXeiwW8PRxCyqA&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mLsk-qLPrcXtE2B1hY3bYqc-uRuAs-LY&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mUpCt5XDl7XWkm794xbcepMCcxygs4zL&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mQHitvE6myFVW665uHjbtQs7YiH00TJr&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mQu9fwoFlz_DFd0erw71hjrSbR1Zqd5N&authuser=linda.miller@tsd.state.tx.us&usp=drive_fs


EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 
Supreme Court Biographies 

Read short biographies of the current Supreme Court Justices at the Supreme Court 
website: SupremeCourt.gov/About/Biographies.aspx 

Work Out Like RBG 

Can you do RBG’s workout routine?  Give it a try! 

STEM Activity 

Download this justice themed activity from TPT. 

http://SupremeCourt.gov/About/Biographies.aspx
https://www.rickysinghmd.com/the-rbg-workout/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ruth-Bader-Ginsburg-I-Dissent-READ-ALOUD-STEM-Activity-Distance-Learning-4385882


Great Women in History 

 

Celebrate great women in history with picture books and this teaching guide.  

Powerful Lessons Kids can Learn from Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

 

One parent’s take on the lessons RBG left behind. 

Book Study 

http://www.apple.com
https://www.schoolmykids.com/parenting/powerful-lessons-kids-can-learn-from-ruth-bader-ginsburg


A collection of resources to accompany the book  I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Makes Her Mark. 

How Ruth Bader Ginsburg Became the Notorious RBG 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEkSdYhEreY 

Sandra Day O’Conner: The First Woman Justice 

RBG was the second woman to be appointed to the Supreme Court.  Watch this video to 
learn about the first: Sandra Day O’Conner. 

More Activities and Ideas 

For more ideas on Ruth Bader Ginsburg activities, including writing tie-ins, bulletin 
board ideas, art projects, and more, visit our Pinterest page! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMPROvl8toA
http://www.apple.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEkSdYhEreY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMPROvl8toA
https://www.pinterest.com/texasdeafed/ruth-bader-ginsburg/


SUPPORTING MATERIAL 
Although all supporting materials are linked from this document, we are providing them 
here for your convenience. 

Note: Because of space size constraints, posters are not included in this file, but can 
be downloaded from our website: https://www.texasdeafed.org/Page/1392  

https://www.texasdeafed.org/Page/1392


Social Studies and ELA TEKS for

Ruth Bader Ginsburg: The Case of R.B.G. vs. Inequality
§113.41. United States History Studies Since 1877 (One Credit), Adopted 2018.

(7) (A) Each social studies class shall include, during Celebrate Freedom Week as provided under the
TEC, §29.907, or during another full school week as determined by the board of trustees of a school
district, appropriate instruction concerning the intent, meaning, and importance of the Declaration of
Independence and the U.S. Constitution, including the Bill of Rights, in their historical contexts. The
study of the Declaration of Independence must include the study of the relationship of the ideas expressed
in that document to subsequent American history, including the relationship of its ideas to the rich
diversity of our people as a nation of immigrants, the American Revolution, the formulation of the U.S.
Constitution, and the abolitionist movement, which led to the Emancipation Proclamation and the
women's suffrage movement.

(9) (C) describe the roles of political organizations that promoted African American, Chicano, American
Indian, and women's civil rights;

(D) identify the roles of significant leaders who supported various rights movements, including Martin
Luther King Jr., Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta, Rosa Parks, and Betty Friedan;

(G) describe presidential actions and congressional votes to address minority rights in the United
States, including desegregation of the armed forces, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965;

(19) Government. The student understands the changing relationships among the three branches of the
federal government. The student is expected to:

(B) evaluate the impact of relationships among the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of
government, including Franklin D. Roosevelt's attempt to increase the number of U.S. Supreme Court
justices and the presidential election of 2000.

(20) (A) analyze the effects of landmark U.S. Supreme Court decisions, including Plessy v. Ferguson,
Brown v. Board of Education, Hernandez v. Texas, Tinker v. Des Moines, and Wisconsin v. Yoder;

(23) (A) evaluate the contributions of significant political and social leaders in the United States such as
Andrew Carnegie, Thurgood Marshall, Billy Graham, Sandra Day O'Connor, and Hillary Clinton; and

(28) (A) analyze primary and secondary sources such as maps, graphs, speeches, political cartoons, and
artifacts to acquire information to answer historical questions;

(B) analyze information by applying absolute and relative chronology through sequencing,
categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing and contrasting, finding the main



idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing
conclusions;

(C) apply the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple types of sources of
evidence;

(29) (A) create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information using effective
communication skills, including proper citations and avoiding plagiarism; and

(B) use social studies terminology correctly.

§110.38. English Language Arts and Reading, English III (One Credit), Adopted 2017.*

*TEKS are provided for English III, however, TEKS for english I, II, and IV contain similar goals.

(2) (A) use print or digital resources to clarify and validate understanding of multiple meanings of
advanced vocabulary;

(B) analyze context to draw conclusions about nuanced meanings such as in imagery;

(4) Comprehension skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The
student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen comprehension of increasingly complex
texts. The student is expected to:

(A) establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts;

(B) generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding and gain
information;

(5) (D) paraphrase and summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order;

(F) respond using acquired content and academic vocabulary as appropriate;

(G) discuss and write about the explicit and implicit meanings of text;

(H) respond orally or in writing with appropriate register and effective vocabulary, tone, and voice;

(8) (A) analyze the author's purpose, audience, and message within a text;

(C) evaluate the author's use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes;

(D) evaluate how the author's use of language informs and shapes the perception of readers;

(9) (A) plan a piece of writing appropriate for various purposes and audiences by generating ideas through
a range of strategies such as brainstorming, journaling, reading, or discussing;



(C) revise drafts to improve clarity, development, organization, style, diction, and sentence fluency,
both within and between sentences;

(E) publish written work for appropriate audiences.

(10) (B) compose informational texts such as explanatory essays, reports, resumes, and personal essays
using genre characteristics and craft;

(C) compose argumentative texts using genre characteristics and craft;

(11) (C) develop and revise a plan;

(E) locate relevant sources;

(F) synthesize information from a variety of sources;






Book Review 
Review of:  Our Government: The Supreme Court 

This book was written to teach about the Supreme Court.  Your job is to make sure that 
the book contains the most important facts about the Supreme Court.


Does the book answer the following questions? Place a check next to each question 
the book answers.  


_____  What is the Supreme Court?


_____  Who created the Supreme Court?


_____  What does the Supreme Court do?  


_____  How many judges are on the Supreme Court?


_____  Where is the Supreme Court located?


_____  How does someone get to be a justice (judge) on the Supreme Court?


_____  How long do they get to be a justice?


_____  How many justices are there?


Based on your review of this book, would you give it a thumbs up or a thumbs down?  
Circle your answer.




 
RBG Bingo Instructions 

 
 

1. Print Bingo cards, printing at full size for ease of reading. 
2. Print “Vocabulary for Bingo” and cut along lines into strips. 
3. Fold the strips and place in a hat or box. 
4. To play, draw a strip and call out the definition.  Lay the strip aside. 
5. When someone has a “Bingo,” consult the drawn strips to check card. 
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RBG Bingo Vocabulary

Amendment: When you make a change or add to the U.S. Constitution, it is called an 

amendment. Amendments are created by Congress (House of Representatives and Senate) but 

then needs to be approved by at least 38 states before it can become a law.  

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU): An organization that defends Americans’ basic rights by 

filing lawsuits and by trying to encourage lawmakers to pass laws that defend the rights such as 

deaf or hard of hearing individuals, immigrants, members within the lgbtq community, 

members of different races and women.  

Anti-Semitism – Collective behavior towards individuals who are Jewish that may include 

destruction of their property or discrimination by being treating unfairly. 

Appeal: A formal legal challenge that can be made when someone doesn’t agree with a court’s 

decision. This challenge is filed with a higher court.  

Bill of Rights: The first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution, which lists the basic rights of 

American citizens, such as freedom of speech and freedom of the press 

Civil Law: Laws that focus on the rights of people when those rights have been violated. For 

constitutional rights cases, the court can fix a problem that someone brings to their attention 

like when the Supreme Court ruled that Virginia didn’t have the right to not allow two people 

with different color skins to get married.  

Columbia Law School: One of the best law schools in America located within Columbia 

University, an Ivy League school in New York City.  

Cornell University: A highly respected Ivy League university located in Upstate New York. 

Court of law: The place where a trial takes place and legal issues are settled 

Criminal Law: A criminal law case is when the  government will try to make a case against an 

individual who has been accused of a crime. A jury or a judge will decide if they’re guilty or not 

but if they’re guilty they could go to jail, have to pay a fine or even both.  

1. Cut vocabulary and definitions along lines into strips.
    2. Fold the strips and place in a hat or box.
    3. To play, draw a strip and call out the definition. Lay the strip aside.
    4. When someone has a “Bingo,” consult the drawn strips to check card.



Defendant: In a criminal case, the defendant is the person who has been charged with a crime 

by the government. In a civil case, the defendant can be a person, a business or a government 

agency that is being sued for doing something wrong.  

Dissent: When a Supreme Court Justice disagrees with the opinion of the majority of the nine 

judges.  

Equal Protection Clause: The part of the U.S. Constitution, in the Fourteenth Amendment, that 

bans states from refusing or not giving any person “equal protection of the laws.”  

Evidence: Objects, documents, and facts used in a court of law to back up a legal argument 

Exhibit: The legal name for a piece of evidence that is presented in court. 

Freedom of speech: The First Amendment from the U.S. Constitution gives citizens the right to 

say or write anything they want without being afraid of getting in trouble by the government. 

There are legal limits; we are not allowed to harm others to get what we want.  

Freedom of the press: The First Amendment from the U.S. Constitution gives citizens the right 

to write whatever they want without being punished by the government.   There are legal 

limits; we are not allowed to lie to get what we want.  

Harvard Law Review: The most important law school journal in America, edited and published 

by students of Harvard Law School who write about different legal issues.  

Harvard Law School: The most prestigious law school in America which is part of Harvard 

University, another Ivy League University located in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  

Joseph McCarthy: A U.S. senator from Wisconsin during the 1950’s who created and fed on 

people’s public fears of foreign influence in the US government. 

Judge: A government official who is responsible to supervise what happens in the courtroom. In 

some cases, the judge supervises a jury who are responsible to make a decision. In other 

situations, the judge will make the final decision.  

Lawsuit: When two people (or organizations) have a problem with each other and go to court 

to solve that problem.  



Lawyer: Someone who is licensed to work as a lawyer in many different types of situations such 

as  defending a person in a criminal case, prosecuting a person in a criminal case, representing 

someone in a civil case, and many more. 

Magna Carta: In 1215, the most important legal and historical document created in England 

establishing the legal principle that everyone, even the king is subject to the law including the 

basic rights of individuals.  

Plaintiff: In a civil case, the party (an individual, a group, a company, or a government agency) 

that is suing another person, group, company or government agency.  

Supreme Court: The highest court of law in the United States. The Supreme Court’s job is to 

interpret the laws in the Constitution, the power of those laws, and decide important lawsuits. 

The Supreme Court’s decisions set legal rules for all other courts throughout America. Decisions 

are made by a majority of the nine justices in any given case.  

Supreme Court Justice: The term used to describe any of the nine members of the Supreme 

Court through confirmation by the Senate for lifetime appointment to become the highest 

ranking judges in U.S.  

U.S. Congress: The House of Representatives and the Senate together create what we call 

“Congress.” These two groups of elected lawmakers and the president govern the United 

States, creating new laws and deciding on issues that affect all Americans, such as taxes and 

declarations of war. Their meeting halls are in the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C., the 

capital of America.  

U.S. Constitution: America’s original rule book which was approved and signed in 1788. It 

clearly states the laws that apply to the entire country, establishing everything from how 

America’s government works to the rights of all American citizens. 



U.S. Court of Appeals: The second highest court in America (after the Supreme Court). When 

individuals are unhappy with a lower court’s decisions, they may try to appeal for a different 

decision than the original one they got.  

Women’s Liberation Movement: A political movement during the 1960s and 1970s through 

which many women organized to demand equal rights for women under the law and to protest 

various forms of discrimination toward women.  

Women’s Rights Project: A series of lawsuits filed by the ACLU between 1971 and 1976, led by 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Before these lawsuits, women were not considered to be equal to men 

according to the law. Altogether, the Supreme Court cases won by the Women’s Rights Project 

meant significant progress in the legal equality of women and men in America.  

Supplementary Words & Definitions 
Achieve: Successfully reaching a goal by working hard 

Aspire: Setting goals and doing things to help you accomplish your goals 

Jewish: A Jewish person is someone whose religion is Judaism. 

Persecution: to treat someone cruelly or unfairly because of race or religious or political views 

Prestigious: Something, someone or someplace that is highly respected and admired by people. 

Vandalism: destruction of personal and/or private property 

Verdict: The final decision made at the end of a civil or criminal case by a jury or a judge. 

Violence: The use of physical force to harm someone, to damage property, etc 
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Name:  _____________________________________   Date: _____________



 
 

Across 
6. The highest court of law in the United 

States. 
9. The place where a trial takes place and 

legal issues are settled 
10. “Bill of _____” The first ten amendments 

to the U.S. Constitution, which lists the 
basic rights of American citizens, such as 
freedom of speech and freedom of the 
press 

11. “________ School of Law” One of the 
best law schools in America located 
within Columbia University, an Ivy 
League school in New York City. 

14. "_______ Protection Clause" The part of 
the U.S. Constitution, in the Fourteenth 
Amendment, that bans states from 
refusing or not giving any person “equal 
protection of the laws.” 

15. To treat someone cruelly or unfairly 
because of race or religious or political 
views. 

17. The legal name for a piece of evidence 
that is presented in court. 

18. A U.S. senator from Wisconsin during 
the 1950s who created and fed on 
people’s public fears of foreign influence 
in the US government. By doing so, he 
prevented people the right to free speech 
and free press. 

21. Objects, documents, and facts used in a 
court of law to back up a legal argument 

22. Destruction of personal and/or private 
property 

24. When a Supreme Court Justice disagrees 
with the opinion of the majority of the 
nine judges. 

25. A formal legal challenge that can be 
made when someone doesn’t agree with a 
court’s decision. This challenge is filed 
with a higher court. 

    

Down 
1. “Freedom of ______” The First 

Amendment gives citizens the right to 
say or write anything they want without 
being afraid of getting in trouble by the 
government. There are legal limits; we 
are not allowed to harm others to get 
what we want. 

2. “Supreme Court ______” Any of the nine 
members of the Supreme Court. The 
highest-ranking judges in the U.S. 

3. An organization that defends Americans’ 
basic rights by filing lawsuits and by 
trying to encourage lawmakers to pass 
laws that defend the rights such as deaf 
or hard of hearing individuals, 
immigrants, members within the lgbtq 
community, members of different races 
and women. 

4. “________ School of Law” A prestigious 
law school in America which is part of 
Harvard University, another Ivy League 
University located in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

5. When the government will try to make a 
case against an individual who has been 
accused of a crime. 

7. “Freedom of the ______” The First 
Amendment gives citizens the right to 
write whatever they want without being 
punished by the government. There are 
legal limits; we are not allowed to lie to 
get what we want. 

8. In a criminal case, the person who has 
been charged with a crime by the 
government.  

12. “Women’s _______ Movement” A 
political movement during the 1960s and 
1970s through which many women 
organized to demand equal rights for 
women. 



27. A person whose religion is Judaism. 
29. Laws that focus on the rights of people 

when those rights have been violated. 
30. Made up of the House of Representatives 

and the Senate. 
31. Someone who is licensed to in many 

different types of situations such as 
defending a person in a criminal case, 
prosecuting a person in a criminal case, 
representing someone in a civil case, and 
many more. 

33. Successfully reaching a goal by working 
hard 

34. When two people (or organizations) have 
a problem with each other and go to court 
to solve that problem. 

 

13. Collective behavior towards individuals 
who are Jewish that may include 
destruction of their property or 
discrimination by being treating unfairly. 

16. A highly respected Ivy League university 
located in Upstate New York. 

19. America’s original rule book which was 
approved and signed in 1788. 

20. In a civil case, the party (an individual, a 
group, a company, or a government 
agency) that is suing another person, 
group, company, or government agency. 

23. Setting goals and doing things to help 
you accomplish your goals 

25. “Court of ________” The second highest 
court in America (after the Supreme 
Court). 

26. When you make a change or add to the 
U.S. Constitution 

27. A government official who is responsible 
to supervise what happens in the 
courtroom. 

28. The use of physical force to harm 
someone, to damage property, etc 

32. The final decision made at the end of a 
civil or criminal case by a jury or a judge. 
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Word directions and start points are formatted: (Direction, X, Y)

ACHIEVE
(N,20,16)
ACLU (E,18,2)
AMENDMENT
(E,14,5)
ANTISEMITISM
(S,2,1)
APPEAL (E,11,11)
ASPIRE (E,2,1)
BILL OF RIGHTS
(S,1,4)
CIVILLAW
(W,22,4)

COLUMBIA
(E,11,2)
CONGRESS
(W,14,14)
CONSTITUTION
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CORNELL
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COURT (E,9,16)
COURTOFAPPEA
LS (E,9,16)
DEFENDANT
(W,21,3)
DISSENT
(W,18,12)

EQUALPROTECTI
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EVIDENCE (S,5,3)
EXHIBIT (W,17,10)
FREEDOMOFSPE
ECH (E,8,8)
FREEDOMOFTHE
PRESS (W,19,15)
HARVARD
(N,9,10)
JEWISH (E,15,14)
JUDGE (N,5,14)

LAWSUIT (E,14,6)
LAWYER (E,1,16)
LIBERATION
(S,23,5)
MAGNACARTA
(S,6,4)
MCCARTHY
(E,12,13)
PERSECUTION
(W,22,1)
PLAINTIFF
(N,4,11)
SUPREMECOURT
(S,10,2)

VERDICT
(W,22,9)
WOMEN’SRIGHT
S (S,3,3)

Created using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www.superteacherworksheets.com)



 

Name: _______________________________ Date: _____________________ 

 
1. When was Ruth Bader Ginsburg born?  
 
 
 
2. Where were her parents from? 
 
 
 
3. Why did Ruth’s family come to America?  
 
 
 
4. Why didn’t Ruth’s mother go to college?  
 
 
 
5. Why did Ruth’s mother save every penny?  
 
 
 
6. What types of books did Ruth like?  
 
 
 
7. Fill in the blank: In the 1930s and 40s, to be Jewish was to know ______________.  
 
 
 
8. What can be a great defense against meanness and stupidity?  
 
 
 
9. What were three hobbies Ruth had while in school? 



 

10. Why didn’t Ruth attend her high school graduation?  
 
 
 
11. Ruth’s mother dreamed for Ruth to go to college and to become what?  
 
 
 
12. Where did Ruth go to college?  
 
 
 
13. What strange place did Ruth do her studying?  
 
 
 
14. How old was Ruth when she became a Supreme Court Justice? 
 
 
 
15. Why was Martin different from other men Ruth had met?  
 
 
 
16. What senator did Ruth learn about who was trying to take away some citizen’s 

rights?  
 
 
 
17. Ruth’s father discouraged Ruth from becoming a lawyer because he felt that a 

woman’s place was where?  
 
 
 
18. Why did Ruth’s boss demote her and slash her wages?  
 
 
 
19. How many women were in Harvard Law School when Ruth attended?  



 

20. When Martin became ill, what did Ruth do to make sure he graduated?  
 
 
 
21. After Ruth graduated from law school, what were the three reasons she couldn’t get 

a job?  
 
 
22. Why did Ruth and another woman sue Rutgers University?  
 
 
 
23. Ruth won the right to get women equal protection of what?  
 
 
 
24. Who chose Ruth to be a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals?  
 
 
 
25. Who chose her to be on the Supreme Court?  
 
 
 
26. What is a dissent?  
 
 
 
27. In 2009, what health problem did Ruth find out she had?  
 
 
 
28. Ruth returned to work 19 days after her operation because she wanted young 

women to see what?  
 
 
 
29. The author says Ruth became a symbol of what? 



 

Name: _______________________________ Date: _____________________ 

 
1. When was Ruth Bader Ginsburg born?  

 

March 15, 1933 
 
2. Where were her parents from? 
 

Europe 
 
3. Why did Ruth’s family come to America?  
 

To escape Anti-Jewish persecution 
 
4. Why didn’t Ruth’s mother go to college?  
 

Girls were discouraged from going to college  
 
5. Why did Ruth’s mother save every penny?  
 

To send Ruth to college 
 
6. What types of books did Ruth like?  
 

Mythology and Nancy Drew 
 
7. Fill in the blank: In the 1930s and 40s, to be Jewish was to know ______________.  

 

anti-Semitism 
 
8. What can be a great defense against meanness and stupidity?  
 

Being smart 
 

9. What were three hobbies Ruth had while in school? 
 

Editing the school newspaper, playing the cello and baton twirling 
 



 

10. Why didn’t Ruth attend her high school graduation?  
 

Her mother died 
 
11. Ruth’s mother dreamed for Ruth to go to college and to become what?  
 

An independent woman 
 
12. Where did Ruth go to college?  
 

Cornell 
 
13. What strange place did Ruth do her studying?  
 

The bathroom 
 
14. How old was Ruth when she became a Supreme Court Justice? 
 

60 
 
15. Why was Martin different from other men Ruth had met?  
 

He liked that Ruth had a brain 
 
16. What senator did Ruth learn about who was trying to take away some citizen’s 

rights?  
 

Joseph McCarthy 
 
17. Ruth’s father discouraged Ruth from becoming a lawyer because he felt that a 

woman’s place was where?  
 

In the home 
 
18. Why did Ruth’s boss demote her and slash her wages?  
 

She became pregnant 
 

19. How many women were in Harvard Law School when Ruth attended?  
 

Nine 
 



 

20. When Martin became ill, what did Ruth do to make sure he graduated?  
 

Went to his classes and took notes for him 
 
21. After Ruth graduated from law school, what were the three reasons she couldn’t get 

a job?  
 

She was a woman, she was Jewish and she was a mother 
 
22. Why did Ruth and another woman sue Rutgers University?  
 

Because female professors were being paid less than male professors  
 
23. Ruth won the right to get women equal protection of what?  
 

The laws 
 
24. Who chose Ruth to be a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals?  
 

President Jimmy Carter 
 
25. Who chose her to be on the Supreme Court?  
 

President Bill Clinton 
 
26. What is a dissent?  
 

When a Supreme Court Justice disagrees with the majority of the other judges  
 
27. In 2009, what health problem did Ruth find out she had?  
 

Cancer 
 
28. Ruth returned to work 19 days after her operation because she wanted young 

women to see what?  
 

That there was at least one woman on the Supreme Court 
 

29. The author says Ruth became a symbol of what?  
 
Justice in America 



What is a Dissent?

What is a dissent?

A dissent is when one judge does not agree with the majority of the other judges.

For example, there are nine judges on the Supreme Court.  If five judges agree on something,
and four disagree, the five that agree are the majority.

After a decision is agreed on by the Supreme Court, one judge is chosen to write why they
decided the way they did.  This is called a “majority opinion,” because it is the opinion of the
majority of judges.

But what about the judges who don’t agree? In this case, one judge is chosen to write why they
disagree.  The disagreement is called a dissent.

Ruth Bader is famous for writing “dissents.” She even wore a special collar on the day she was
going to write her dissent.  The other judges knew she was going to write something very



powerful that day because she was wearing that special collar.  Her powerful dissents were one
reason some people called her the Notorious RBG.

Ruth Bader felt that her dissents were written not just to say that she and the other judges did
not agree with the decision.  She felt that her dissents should teach people why the other judges
were wrong.  So instead of writing “Those judges are wrong.” She would write “Here are the
reasons those judges are wrong,” and then she would explain those reasons.

You can learn to write a dissent like RBG.  Use your dissent to explain why your opinion is right.
Maybe you can convince some people to change their minds and think like you!



 

Learn to Dissent Like RBG

When Ruth BaderGinsburg wrote a dissent
she not only said she disagreed
she used her dissent to teach
others about why her opinion was
the right one em and why theothers were wrong
Use this worksheet to write a

dissent like RGB

1 Think of a decision you disagreewith It can be as simple as

a decision on what restaurant to

go to or as complex as a recent
law

Write the decision you disagree w here



2 Next state why the othersbelieve the decionion waste

right one i

t

I

i

3 Turn their argument around
Begin your sentence w However



4 Explain further using because

16 year olds are still

s.mu
euewiIteawsandoher

students

5 End Wlea whippers stating
your opinion as a conclusion
Start your sentence w Therefore

16 year olds

Ei
o



 

Learn to Dissent Like RBG

When Ruth B G wrote a dissent
she not only said she disagreed
she used her dissent to teach
others about why her opinion was
the right one em and why theothers were wrong
Use this worksheet to write a

dissent like RGB

1 Think of a decision you disagreewith It can be as simple as

a decision on what restaurant to

go to or as complex as a recent
law

Write the delusion you disagree w here



2 Next state why the othersbelieve the decionion waste

right one

3 Turn their argument wound
Begin your sentence w However

FIE



4 Explain further using because
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Learn to Dissent Like RBG

When Ruth Bader Ginsburg wrote a dissent
she not only said she disagreed
Ashe used her dissent to teach
others about why her opinion was
the right one em and why theothers were wrong
Use this worksheet to write a

dissent like RGB

1 Think of a decision you disagreewith It can be as simple as

a decision on what restaurant to

go to or as complex as a recent
law

Write the decision you disagree Where

My brother's decision to go to



2 Next state why the othersbelieve the decionion waste

right one i

t

3 Turn their argument around
Begin your sentence w However

However eating at home is



4 Explain further using because

drivingtoMcDonalds takes 15

I

pizza takes
15 minutes Cooking

a eddeesesandwh.ie 10
minutes Even mom's meatloafonly
takes 30 minutes

5 End Wlea whippers stating
your opinion as a conclusion
Start your sentence w Therefore

at McDonalds



Oral Presentation Rubric : Eight Ways RBG Made Strides for Women 

Student Name:     ________________________________________

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1
Article Coverage Covers main points

in assigned section.
Covers most points
in assigned section.

Covers 1 or 2 of the
main points in
assigned section.

Does not seem to
understand the
assigned section
very well.

Preparedness Student is
completely prepared
and has obviously
rehearsed.

Student seems
pretty prepared but
might have needed
a couple more
rehearsals.

The student is
somewhat prepared,
but it is clear that
rehearsal was
lacking.

Student does not
seem at all prepared
to present.

Stays on Topic Stays on topic all
(100%) of the time.

Stays on topic most
(99-90%) of the
time.

Stays on topic some
(89%-75%) of the
time.

It was hard to tell
what the topic was.

Collaboration
with Peers

Almost always
listens to, shares
with, and supports
the efforts of others
in the group. Tries to
keep people working
well together.

Usually listens to,
shares with, and
supports the efforts
of others in the
group.

Often listens to,
shares with, and
supports the efforts
of others in the
group but
sometimes is not a
good team member.

Rarely listens to,
shares with, and
supports the efforts
of others in the
group. Often is not a
good team member.

Pays Attention 
to Other 
Presentations

Pays attention
intently. Does not
distract others.

Pays attention
intently but has one
distracting moment.

Sometimes does not
appear to be paying
attention but is not
distracting.

Sometimes does not
appear to be paying
attention and
sometimes distracts
others.

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=Home&module=User&


Name: ____________________________. Date: _____________ 

Advice for Living Meme 

Answer the questions below to help you think of advice that you would like to give 
to others about living a good life. Try your best to answer all of the questions, 
however, it is not necessary.  Some may apply to you and some may not.   

1. Think of a time that you made a wrong decision. What did you learn?

2. Which of your family members do you enjoy spending time with? Why?

3. What is the best thing that you have achieved? How did you do that?

4. Think about the last time you were angry. How long did it take for you to stop
being angry? After you were done being angry, how did you feel?

Ruth Bader Ginsburg is famous for the many quotes she 
has written or spoken about law and about life. These 
quotes will be remembered for years to come. 

People have created memes to showcase those quotes. 
Ruth was proud people thought enough of her quotes 
to create a meme of them. What advice for living do you 
have for others? 



Name: ____________________________. Date: _____________ 

5. What makes you laugh?

6. What do you like about being outdoors?

7. What is more important to you: spending time making money or spending time
with other people? Why?

8. How do you feel when someone treats you badly? What would you like to say to
that person?

9. When you buy something that you have wanted for a long time, does it make you
happy? How long do you feel happy for? Is it still worth the money?

10. Think of a time when someone said something nice to you? How did it make you
feel?

Look over your answers. Find something you learned about yourself or about life that you 
would like to pass on to others.  Write it here:

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________



Name: ____________________________. Date: _____________ 

My Meme 
Draw a rough sketch of a meme featuring your advice.



Timeline : Ruth Bader Ginsburg Classroom Project

Student Names:     _______________________________________________________________________

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1
Title The timeline has a

creative title that
accurately describes
the material and is
easy to locate.

The timeline has an
effective title that
accurately describes
the material and is
easy to locate.

The timeline has a
title that is easy to
locate.

The title is missing
or difficult to locate.

Dates An accurate,
complete date has
been included for
each event.

An accurate,
complete date has
been included for
almost every event.

An accurate date
has been included
for almost every
event.

Dates are
inaccurate and/or
missing for several
events.

Content/Facts Facts were accurate
for all events
reported on the
timeline.

Facts were accurate
for almost all events
reported on the
timeline.

Facts were accurate
for most (~75%) of
the events reported
on the timeline.

Facts were often
inaccurate for
events reported on
the timeline.

Readability The overall
appearance of the
timeline is pleasing
and easy to read.

The overall
appearance of the
timeline is somewhat
pleasing and easy to
read.

The timeline is
relatively readable.

The timeline is
difficult to read.

Reports Timeline contains a
report for all the
events and dates
students wished to
include on the
timeline.

Timeline contains a
report for almost all
the events and dates
students wished to
include on the
timeline.

Timeline contains a
report for ~75% of
the events and dates
students wished to
include on the
timeline.

Timeline contains a
report for less than
75% of the events
and dates students
wished to include
on the timeline.

Time Use Classroom time was
used to work on the
project.
Conversations were
not disruptive and
focused on the work.

Classroom time was
used to work on the
project the majority
of the time.
Conversations were
not disruptive and
focused on the work.

Classroom time was
used to work on the
project the majority
of the time, but
conversations often
were disruptive or
did not focus on the
work.

Student did not use
classroom time to
work on the project
and/or was highly
disruptive.



Research Report : Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Student Name:     ________________________________________

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1
Organization Information is very

organized with well-
constructed
paragraphs and
careful word choice.

Information is
organized with well-
constructed
paragraphs.

Information is
organized, but
paragraphs are not
well-constructed.

The information
appears to be
disorganized.

Quality of
Information

Information clearly
relates to the main
topic. It includes
several supporting
details and/or
examples.

Information clearly
relates to the main
topic. It provides 1-2
supporting details
and/or examples.

Information clearly
relates to the main
topic. No details
and/or examples are
given.

Information has little
or nothing to do with
the main topic.

Mechanics No grammatical,
spelling or
punctuation errors.

Almost no
grammatical,
spelling or
punctuation errors

A few grammatical
spelling, or
punctuation errors.

Many grammatical,
spelling, or
punctuation errors.

Graphic
Organizer

Graphic organizer or
outline has been
completed and
shows clear, logical
relationships
between all topics
and subtopics.

Graphic organizer or
outline has been
completed and
shows clear, logical
relationships
between most topics
and subtopics.

Graphic organizer or
outline has been
started and includes
some topics and
subtopics.

Graphic organizer or
outline has not been
attempted.

Paragraph
Construction

All paragraphs
include introductory
sentence,
explanations or
details, and
concluding
sentence.

Most paragraphs
include introductory
sentence,
explanations or
details, and
concluding
sentence.

Paragraphs included
related information
but were typically
not constructed well.

Paragraphing
structure was not
clear and sentences
were not typically
related within the
paragraphs.

Notes



Date Event

1933 Joan Ruth Bader is born.

RBG Timeline

Fill in the timeline with as many dates and events as you can find.  



RBG Report
Year What happened?

Why was it important?

Name ______________________________              Date _______________________

Most Important Fact Additional Interesting Facts

Short Story That Happened 

Quote

What else?



RBG Report
Year What happened?

Why was it important?

Name ______________________________              Date _______________________

Most Important Fact Additional Interesting Facts

Short Story That Happened 

Quote

What else?

1933 Birth of Joan Ruth Bader

Joan Ruth Bader was born to Nathan and 
Cecelia Bader in Brooklyn, New York.. 
 

1. Ruth's mother was a big influence
 in Ruth's life.  She taught Ruth the 
importance of independence and education
2. Ruth's father did not believe that girls

needed to go to college.
3. Ruth's mother died from cancer the day 
before Ruth graduated from high school.
4. Ruth grew up in a poor working-class
neighborhood.
5. Ruth's family was Jewish.  Ruth and

her family were often the victims of 

discrimination because they were Jewish. 
6. Discrimination against Jewish people is 
called anti-Semitism and it still happens.
7. Ruth's mother saved for Ruth's college 
but Ruth earned a full scholarship.

 In 1933 Joan was a popular name. 
        When Ruth started school, there were 
     so many other Joans that Ruth's mother 
suggested the teacher call her Ruth instead.   
  Ruth was called Kiki by her family. Ruth's older 
     sister Marilyn gave her that name because       
          Ruth was a "kicky baby." (Marilyn 
             died of Meningitis when Ruth 

 was 14 months old.)

               Ruth's mother had been a good
student and graduated high school at 15. 
But her family sent her brother to college
instead. Celcelia's dream was for Ruth
to go to college.

“My mother told me to be a lady. And for her, 
that meant be your own person, be independent”

 Ruth Bader Ginsburg



1933: The Birth of Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1933.  Her parents, Nathan 
and Cecelia Bader, named her Joan Ruth Bader.  Ruth had one sister named Marilyn.   

Ruth’s family called Ruth “Kiki.” This is the nickname Marilyn gave Ruth because Ruth 
was a “kicky baby.”  Sadly, Marilyn died of meningitis when Ruth was 14 months old. 

Although Ruth’s family called her “Kiki,” when Ruth went to school people began 
calling her Ruth.  That is because there were so many other girls named Joan in Ruth’s 
class.  Ruth’s mother told Ruth’s teacher to call her Ruth so there wouldn’t be confusion. 

Ruth grew up in a poor working-class neighborhood.   Her family was Jewish, and she 
and her parents were often discriminated against because they were Jewish.  
Discrimination against Jewish people is called anti-Semitism, and it still is happening 
today. 

Ruth’s mother Cecelia was a big influence in Ruth’s life. Although Cecelia had been a 
good student and had graduated from high school when she was 15, she wasn’t 
allowed to go to college.  Instead, her brother was sent to college.  Even though Ruth’s 
father didn’t believe that girls should go to college, it was Cecelia’s dream to see Ruth 
attend Harvard University. 

Unfortunately, Cecelia never saw her dream come true.  The day before Ruth 
graduated from high school, Cecelia died of cancer.  But Ruth did fulfill her mother’s 
dream. Ruth earned a full scholarship and attended Harvard University.  

Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s mother believed in the importance of independence.  Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg once said “My mother told me to be a lady. And for her, that meant be 
your own person, be independent.”   



1933: The Birth of Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1933.  Her parents, Nathan 
and Cecelia Bader, called her Joan Ruth Bader.  Ruth had one sister called Marilyn.   

Ruth’s family called Ruth “Kiki.” This is the name Marilyn gave her because Ruth was a 
“kicky baby.”  Sadly, Marilyn died of meningitis when Ruth was 14 months old. 

Although Ruth’s family called her “Kiki,” when Ruth went to school people began 
calling her Ruth.  That is because there were so many other girls named Joan in Ruth’s 
class.  Ruth’s mother told Ruth’s teacher to call her Ruth so there wouldn’t be confusion. 

Ruth was raised in a poor working-class neighborhood.   Her family was Jewish, and 
she and her parents were often discriminated against because they were Jewish.  
Discrimination against Jewish people is called anti-Semitism, and it still is still around 
today. 

Ruth’s mother Cecelia was a big influence in Ruth’s life. Although Cecelia had been a 
good student and had finished high school when she was 15, she wasn’t allowed to go 
to college.  Instead, her brother was sent to college.  Even though Ruth’s father didn’t 
believe that girls should go to college, it was Cecelia’s dream to see Ruth go to 
Harvard University. 

Unfortunately, Cecelia never saw her dream come true.  The day before Ruth 
graduated from high school, Cecelia died of cancer.  But Ruth did fulfill her mother’s 
dream. Ruth got a full scholarship and attended Harvard University.  

Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s mother believed in the importance of independence.  Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg once said “My mother told me to be a lady. And for her, that meant be 
your own person, be independent.”    
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Name: ______________________________   Date: ________________________ 
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Timline Point
Timeline End
Timeline Arrows
Timeline Markers
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